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aspects of American university life, German influence was direct and important.
The Organization of Research and Scholarship
The zeal for organization and systematization of intellectual life made itself felt in America in the establishment of graduate study in the arts and sciences, in the beginnings of research at a few of the professional schools of law and medicine, and in the multiplication of agencies for the promotion of original research. Advanced study in a few fields had been begun at Yale, and perhaps in other institutions, before 1870. But this did not amount to much. About that year Yale reorganized graduate study, and Harvard began systematically to provide facilities for advanced work. The seminar method, which Henry Adams introduced at Harvard and Charles K. Adams began at Michigan, was readily adopted as the logical means for advanced instruction in research methods. Candidates for the Ph.D. degree, which Yale had first granted in 1861, began to appear. A quarter of a century after the degree was first granted, requirements for it became more or less standardized.
Meanwhile the greatest impetus to graduate study came from the Johns Hopkins University which Daniel Coit Gilman launched at Baltimore in 1876. From the start this was a center for research and advanced study. Both in the academic fields and in medicine the spirit of original investigation prevailed, for everything was arranged to promote that end. The success of Johns Hopkins greatly stimulated Harvard to give more thought and larger resources to graduate study, and the influence of the institution at Baltimore profoundly affected advanced work in all other American institutions. By 1880 Columbia has established the Faculty of Political Science. Eight years later G. Stanley Hall opened Clark University which, like Johns Hopkins, was devoted to training for research. Thanks to the administrative genius and imagination of President Harper, the University of Chicago, richly endowed by John D. Rockefeller, was able from the start to give much attention to graduate study. Even the larger and better-established state universities convinced their legislatures of the importance of research; before the end of the century Michigan, Wisconsin, and California had entered on their careers as graduate centers.